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Furman ALUMNI NEWS
Andreas and Emily Wilson Lawrenz, 
a son, Henry Gabriel, May 12, 2010, 
Munich, Germany.
Jason and Sarah Lyman Mobraten,
a son, Silas James, July 11, Maiden, Mass.
Greg and Cameron Millsaps Patton, 
a daughter, Flannery Kate, January 25. 
They live in Travelers Rest, S.C.
Trey and Jennie Tootle Sharp, a daugh-
ter, Madeline Sophia, September 12. They 
live in Duluth, Ga. Trey is a computer pro-
grammer, and Jennie teaches !rst grade 
at Parsons Elementary School.
Chandler and Sara Norman Todd, 
a son, Caleb Norman Todd, July 8, 
Greenwood, S.C.
02
Michael Green of Morgan Hill, Calif., 
has accepted a position in !nance with 
Apple Computers. 
Leslie Leung is associate manager 
of program planning at Carnegie Hall 
in New York City. She was previously 
artist manager at Schmidt Artists 
International. She is pursuing a certi!cate 
in arts administration from New York 
University’s School of Continuing 
Professional Studies. 
MARRIAGES: Scott Blount and 
Alexandra Witzenberger, May 29, 2010. 
Scott works for Lancaster Pollard & Co., 
an investment and mortgage bank ser-
vicing the senior living and non-pro!t 
hospital sector. They live in Austin, Texas.
Maria Croley and James Thomas 
Madden, Jr., December 18. They live 
in Smyrna, Ga. Maria is scheduled to 
graduate in July from Kennesaw State 
University’s Master in Educational 
Leadership program, with a concentration 
in technology. 
BIRTHS: Tim ’01 and Lauren Killey 
Briles, a daughter, Emma Kate, February 
11, Greenville. 
Jeff and Joy Hansberger Clarke, 
a daughter, Haley Victoria, March 2, 2010, 
St. Louis, Mo. Joy works part time as 
grants manager at Mission St. Louis.
Beau and Hilary Eldred Seagraves, 
a daughter, Abbott Elizabeth, February 10, 
Athens, Ga. Hilary is a nuclear pharmacist 
with Triad Isotopes, and Beau is assistant 
director for student conduct at the 
University of Georgia.
03
Monica Bell joined the staff of the Legal 
Aid Society of the District of Columbia last 
September as an Arthur Liman Fellow. The 
fellowship program supports graduates of 
Yale University Law School interested in 
spending a year working on public interest 
legal issues. Monica is focusing on policy 
advocacy and law reform.
Jennifer Self earned a Ph.D. in clinical 
psychology from Washington State 
University and is now completing a 
postdoctoral fellowship at the Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center in Salem, Va., 
specializing in the treatment of trauma-
related disorders. 
MARRIAGES: Matt Davidson ’04 
and Natalie The, December 11. Matt 
is a professional golfer competing on 
the Nationwide Tour. Natalie recently 
completed a doctoral degree in public 
health at the University of North Carolina.
Justin Fincher and Maricruz Rahaman, 
October 2. They live in Tallahassee, 
Fla., where Justin is pursuing a Ph.D. in 
computational biology at Florida State 
University.
BIRTHS: Leo and Adelaide Duffey 
Fackler, a son, Davis, March 8, Greenville.
Chris ’04 and Casey Hanni"n Field, a 
daughter, Marion Wright Field, December 
1, Knoxville, Tenn.
Kyle and Amanda Royal Snipes, 
a son, Hudson Campbell Snipes, 
September 21, Greenville. Amanda 
is an occupational therapist with 
Stepping Stones Therapeutics, LLC.
Tom ’01 and Leslie Duesenberg 
Wyatt, a son, Hayden Grice, February 
25, Aiken, S.C. 
04
Eric Cain has become program director 
for the Lilly Center for Vocational 
Re$ection at Furman. He has been a 
pastoral resident at Northside Drive Baptist 
Church in Atlanta and has worked with 
the Lilly Center’s Summer Connections 
program for entering freshmen.
Eric and Kristen Mullins ’06 Devine 
live in Brooklyn, N.Y. Eric is underwriting 
manager for the New York and Boston 
regions of an environmental insurance 
!rm, and Kristen is a senior account 
executive with a fashion company.
Leslie Harrell Tumlin was chosen the 
2010–11 Warren T. Jackson Elementary 
School Teacher of the Year and Elementary 
Teacher of the Year for Atlanta Public 
Schools. A fourth-grade teacher, she is 
pursuing a master’s degree in reading, 
language arts and literature, with an ESOL 
endorsement, at Georgia State University.
MARRIAGES: Christina Barger 
and Brian Hurst, August 7. They live in 
Birmingham, Ala. Christina is assistant 
director of the genetic counseling training 
program at the University of Alabama-
Birmingham, and Brian is an attorney.
Stephanie Nielsen and Anthony 
Dowell, October 9. Both earned Doctor of 
Pharmacy degrees from Mercer University 
and work as pharmacists for Walgreens. 
They live in Atlanta.
Courtney Schinke and John Cashman, 
October 2. Courtney is an assistant editor 
at Harvard Business Review Press. They live 
in Somerville, Mass.
BIRTHS: Sean and Lindsey Atkinson, 
twin daughters, Margaret Jane and Eloise 
Elizabeth, February 20. Sean completed 
his Ph.D. in music theory from Florida 
State University and is now an assistant 
professor of music at the University of 
Texas-Arlington.
Hagan and Dana Pope Jordan, a son, 
Luke Preston, February 24, 2010. They live 
in Suwanee, Ga., where Hagan is a territory 
manager for EndoChoice, Inc.
05
Alice Martin Barbour of Charlotte, 
N.C., recently earned a Master of Education 
degree from Winthrop University.
Kristi L. Engelman received her Ph.D. 
in chemistry from the University of North 
Carolina and is now a postdoctoral research 
assistant at North Carolina State University 
in Raleigh.
Bernadette Allegood Skodack 
graduated from Eastern Michigan 
University in December with her second 
bachelor’s degree in music therapy. She 
is a board-certi!ed music therapist and is 
establishing a music therapy program at the 
Eisenhower Center, a residential facility in 
Ann Arbor, Mich., for individuals who have 
suffered traumatic brain injury.
MARRIAGES: Brian Bratton and Ashley 
Brooke Shockley, January 15. She is 
employed by Redemption World Outreach 
Center in Greenville. Brian is a wide receiver 
for the Montreal Alouettes of the Canadian 
Football League.
Erin McCormick and Jeremy D. Tindle, 
January 15. They live in Fountain Inn, S.C. 
Jeremy works at C&S Wholesale and is a 
sergeant with the Army National Guard.
06
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
MARRIAGES: Katherine Hutchinson 
and Benjamin Ross McCollum, November 
13. They live in Columbia, S.C. 
Walker Simmons and Katie Dellecker, 
April 10, 2010. They live in Dallas, Texas.
AFTER GRADUATING FROM FURMAN 
in 2003, Chad Bennett took his degree in 
communication studies, packed his car, left his 
hometown of Charleston, S.C., and drove across 
the country to Los Angeles to enter one of the 
!ercest job markets in the world. He knew one 
person in the City of Angels: his sister.
“I set out on that journey not knowing where 
it would lead me,” says Bennett. “But when you leave 
Furman you have no doubt that you will get a great job 
and be successful. I left with the con!dence that I was 
armed to do anything.”
 As a student Bennett worked for two years 
in Furman’s career services of!ce, where he says he 
learned !rsthand the value of networking in landing 
a job. So he applied the skills he’d acquired to his L.A. 
job search and soon was hired for a position with 
Reveille, a production and development company 
responsible for such television shows as “The Of!ce,” 
“The Biggest Loser” and “Ugly Betty.”
He has since risen steadily in the company 
hierarchy. Today he is Reveille’s vice president of brand 
development, overseeing the merchandising, licensing 
and development for its reality shows. Among other 
areas, he manages “The Biggest Loser’s” eight-!gure, 
multi-platform health and lifestyle brand.
And he has used his in$uence to create a Furman-
Reveille pipeline.
“I wasn’t aware of a big Furman network out 
in L.A., so I wanted to open up that industry for our 
community,” he says. “I knew Furman students would 
be hard-working, smart and professional, and when 
I got my job it made sense for me to see how we could 
establish an internship program at Reveille.”
Working primarily with Susan Zeiger, internship 
director at Furman, Bennett has helped place 10 
Furman students in internships with Reveille, including 
three this summer. Three of the interns have gone on 
to take full-time positions with the company. “Out of 
the many interns that we have all year long,” Bennett 
says, “the ones who have gotten hired are those 
from Furman.”
Which speaks well for Furman students, since 
the entertainment business is highly competitive. John 
Barker, director of career services, says, “There are 
so many people that want to get into that !eld that 
employers know they can be selective and will use their 
internship program to identify candidates for their full-
time, permanent positions.”
Furman has publicly recognized Bennett’s efforts. 
During Homecoming last fall, the university presented 
him the Wayne and Rubye Reid Award for his contri-
butions to the career development of students.
But as Bennett says, the students aren’t the only 
ones who bene!t from the internships. “Internship 
programs offset a company’s workload and also groom 
people to become employees as the company grows. 
The students get the experience, but it also bene!ts 
the company. It’s a win-win.”  
Take Briana DaMota ’10, who was offered a full-
time job after interning at Reveille for just seven weeks. 
She is currently executive assistant to the managing 
director of domestic television and digital.
She says she’d wanted to work in the 
entertainment industry since high school, but she 
didn’t expect her plan to become a reality so quickly. 
“I came to L.A. to go to graduate school at the 
University of Southern California, but working at 
Reveille gave me the opportunity to live out my dreams 
immediately,” she says.
Then there’s Katy Wynn ’09, who interned and 
then worked full time at Reveille before landing her 
current “dream job” as production coordinator for 
Conan O’Brien’s talk show on TBS. “I’m so thankful 
for my time at Reveille,” she says. “It gave me a 
foundational knowledge of the entertainment world 
and helped me build the skill set I needed to succeed 
in late night TV.”
For DaMota, Wynn and others from Furman, 
these opportunities came about because Chad 
Bennett understood the value of on-the-job training 
for students and opened the door for them to 
demonstrate their abilities. As he wrote in Furman 
magazine in 2004, “You can trust the Furman network 
to help you pursue the career and life that you have 
always dreamed of.”
— KATIE LEVANS
Adapted from an article in Volume 7, No. 1, of Engage 
magazine, a publication of the Of!ce of Admission. 
The author, a 2007 graduate, is studying for a master’s 
degree in human nutrition at Winthrop University. Read 
her blog, www.sweettaterblog.com. 
Chad Bennett (second from left) with members of the Furman-L.A. network, from left: Elise Lineberger ’10, Briana DaMota ’10, Katy Wynn ’09, Andrea Holt ’09 and Reid Gormly ’04. 
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